The Birth of Minnesota’s
Computer Industry

Minnesota’s computer industry 1s not a story
widely known, and until recently, not widely
told. It had 1ts humble beginnings in a company
named Engineering Research Associates (ERA),
founded 1n 1946 1n St. Paul. Over the years, the
company grew, changed names, was bought and
sold, and eventually closed up shop.

In 1ts time 1t was the source of great innovation,
brilliant minds, and many dedicated hands.
Through their labor they powered naval ships
and submarines, sent rockets into space, landed
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The exhibit was produced by the Dr. Thomas Misa
Dakota County Historical Society
and funded by the people of
Minnesota through a grant funded
by Minnesota Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund. Special thanks goes
to the many company retirees in

the VIP Club whose help with this
project was essential to 1ts success.
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