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MAPPER 
The Greatest Computing Error ?  

Introduction 

MAPPER is an acronym for Maintaining, Preparing, and Producing Executive Reports. 

The following three pages are copied from a paper written by Lou Schlueter, a retired 

UNIVAC/Unisys employee, submitted as an Our Story part of our history via his golfing friend Keith 

Behnke.  The VIP Club’s Legacy Anthology Software engineering chapter, 

https://vipclubmn.org/Software.html has four sections that provide detail information about the 

development and usage. 

• MAPPER Development by Gerry Del Fiacco 
• MAPPER Summary from Lou Schlueter 
• MAPPER Users Group from John Thalhuber 
• MAPPER Code Cards 

 

Our Stories has https://vipclubmn.org/Articles/MAPPERHistoryPresentation.pdf from 2013. 

Excerpts therefrom are:  

In 1968, once an adequate hardware input device was available in the form of the UNISCOPE 300 

CRT display It became possible to do transactional real time information processing. The software 

design was first implemented on the Univac 418 CRT-Report Processing system which was the 

beginning of Virtual Report Processing as provided by MAPPER Business Information Systems (BIS) 

systems. 

First, MAPPER 1100 operations began in February of 1975 on an 1106 system in Final Test. By 

March, the service was stable and fully operational.  The first commercial use of Sperry Univac's 

MAPPER was on the Santa Fe Railway in 1976.  By 1982, over 2,500 terminals were on-line tracking 

over 68,000 cars in over 175 rail yards. The system used two Sperry 1100/84 central 

multiprocessors and had a total value of over $25 Million. 

The universal appeal of MAPPER Report Processing is reflected in the numerous translations to 

native languages that were made in the international market. It was translated for use into more 

than 15 foreign languages including Spanish, German, French even Chinese and Japanese.  At its 

peak under Sperry Corporation, MAPPER systems were installed in a hardware base worth over $3 

Billion. 

In 1986 Sperry had built a $1 billion cash surplus making it an attractive take over target.  Burroughs 

under the direction of Michael Blumenthal bought Sperry to form Unisys!  

After a history of 40 years, in 2008 MAPPER Business Information Systems were still being 

upgraded and functionally improved. 

What happened after 1986?  Read Mr. Schlueter’s opinions on pages 2-4.  

 

https://vipclubmn.org/Software.html
https://vipclubmn.org/Software.html#MapperDevelopment
https://vipclubmn.org/Software.html#MapperSystem
https://vipclubmn.org/Software.html#MapperUsers
https://vipclubmn.org/Software.html#cards
https://vipclubmn.org/Articles/MAPPERHistoryPresentation.pdf
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Formatted for the Legacy Anthology by Lowell Benson, BEE U of MN 1966 


