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Recognitions!  
by Richard ‘Dick’ Erdrich – edited for web by LABenson  

INTRODUCTION 
Mr. Erdrich was a 47-year employee of UNIVAC/Sperry/Unisys/Lockheed Martin.  At the Old Timers’ 

Reunion in November 2024, he gave the VIP Club Legacy Committee a stack of papers and a CD with 

project experiences text.  Dick’s 17 project stories from the CD are detailed at 

https://vipclubmn.org/OurStories.html#2025 as ‘Our Stories’ for February, March, and April.  

Those covered his Legacy Anthology experiences with 30-bit, 16-bit, and advanced processor designs.   

The several folders of papers were copies of the photos and files on the disc.  Plus, eight ‘documents’ 

with his description of the project/activity behind the document.  Most of these document/papers 

are recognition letters written to management personnel praising Dick and his team members 

significant contributions to the success of projects.  The eight documents/papers were scanned and 

copied below, arranged them in chronological order, spanning 1971 to 1999.  

A notebook with a copy of the project stories and papers are being donated to the Charles Babbage 

Institute and to the Lawshe Memorial Museum.   
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DOCUMENT STORIES 

From Monte Widdoss re’ the Fog Cutter project 

The letter image 
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Dick’s Commentary 
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From John Powell re’ E-Systems and NADC support 

 

Bob Beljeski and I received this letter because of our work with NADC and their contractor #-Systems 

in Greenville and Garland, Texas.  Bob had been our project technician on the 1616 and UYK-15 

projects and traveled with me many times in case any modules needed repair.  He had built the 

modules used in the ADM units and could repair virtually anything in the box.  Jack Smith was our 

supervisor at the time. Ken Oehlers was the department manager.  



 
 An IT Legacy Paper June 2025 
 

File: Erdrich4th.docx/pdf Dick Erdrich/editor LABenson Page 6 of 16  

From Tom Knops re’ TAOC/MCE CU proposal 

 

This letter was sent to all of us who had worked on the red team review for Tom Knops.  It’s of interest 

to note that one of my earlier picture descriptions was that of the Modem Simulator I designed for 

the TAOC project.  The red team review must have been successful.  {Editor’s note 1: See section 2.6 

of https://vipclubmn.org/Articles/Erdrich2nd.pdf.}  

{Editor’s note 2: Most internal memos just indicate the individual’s initials versus first name.  The 

addressees here were Richard ‘Dick’ Erdrich, Gordon ‘Gordy’ Erickson, Robert ‘Bob’ Hanson, Rick 

Martin, Marv Mirsch, and Bruce Olson with the cc to Mike Meyer. LAB}  

From Al Zettlemoyer re’ service anniversaries celebrations. 
This memo illustrates one of the reasons that Al Zettlemoyer was universally unloved.  After being the 

subject of a semi-hostile buyout by Burroughs, layoffs seemed to be occurring on a weekly basis – I 

really should have expected this 1989 memo.  

{Editor’s note: The Company usual recognition for 30+ years of service had been a banquet, for 25, 20, 

years of service a department manager would buy a lunch.  For 15- and 10-year anniversaries, the 

department manager or supervisor would take the employee out to lunch.} 

https://vipclubmn.org/Articles/Erdrich2nd.pdf
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From Mike Wold re’ a B-2 cache memory update presentation 
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From Bill Poblete re’ design of cache memory and QDM for the B-2 
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From Dick Sunderman re’ transfer from SLC back to Defense Systems/Eagan 
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From Doug Hare re’ Dick’s 1999 promotion to Level 2 

 

 



 
 An IT Legacy Paper June 2025 
 

File: Erdrich4th.docx/pdf Dick Erdrich/editor LABenson Page 14 of 16  

 

 



 
 An IT Legacy Paper June 2025 
 

File: Erdrich4th.docx/pdf Dick Erdrich/editor LABenson Page 15 of 16  

 

 

 



 
 An IT Legacy Paper June 2025 
 

File: Erdrich4th.docx/pdf Dick Erdrich/editor LABenson Page 16 of 16  

 

 

EPILOGUE 

 

Now that I have finished publishing Mr. Erdrich’s papers as part of our Legacy Anthology, I keep 

thinking about his 47 years with the company.  He started fixing space-age radar 

tracking communications and finished designing a computer (Quad Processor) for 

the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter to support defense of our country.   

 Dick: Thanks for your career summary embodied herein and the three previous ‘Our Stories’ this 

year.  The epilogue of Dick’s third Our Stories had: “After 47 years, 4 months, and 13 days I didn't feel 

as though I needed to hang around just to watch another processor run. It has been a heck of a 

journey!” 

Now Dick spends days restoring old vehicles with family and friends; then 

spends evenings in his rocker while strumming a guitar and singing: 

 

Gonna Set My Heart at Ease. 
Gonna Take a Sentimental Journey, 

To Renew Old Memories!  
 


