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BETTER LUCK IN SPACE
Door Jams Computer wizard
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By JIM KLOBUCHAR

Minneapolis Star Staff Writer

A young Minneapolis en-
. gineering wizard who helped
perfect a tiny electronic brain
now guiding American rock-
ets admits he has trouble
getting his automatlc garage
door to open.

“It’s one of those electroni-

cally operated doors I in-
stalled myself,’ said LeRoy
Prohofsky of Sperry Rand’s
Univac Division. “It's em-
barrassing when the thing
goes on the fritz.”
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Prohofsky has better luck
with ' computers that steer
 Uncle Sam's space vehicles.
The government this week
granted a patent to a pack-
aging concept that opened
the way to development of
the 1824 computer, a machine
50-to-1 smaller than the com-
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technique is the
hild of Prohofsky

ac colleague,
Charles W.{ Matson. Prohof-
sky lives gt 6841 S, Knox
Av.,, Matson /in West St.
Paul. N

“There’s nothing new
about the pjm&:lple * Prohof-
sky said. . “It's really the
logical next‘ step in the push
to make computers more

The new
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compact, l1ghtw31ght and
versatile.”

The effect is'to package a
roomful of eritical apparatus
into a machine the size of a
shoe box.

Missiles and rockets used
to be guided by radio from
the ground, where there was
room for all of the required
heavy gear and controlling
devices.

The whole complex used to
weigh 10 tons.
The new 1824 computer
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weighs 45 pounds. It was de-
seribed by the Minnesota So-
ciety of Professional En-
gineers as one of the seven
wonders of engineering in
Minnesota last year.

. Its commercial applications
ﬁar the future are virtually
unlimited. At the moment it
is being used exclusively for
defense purposes.
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o “Until zhe last coupIe of
ears, Prohofsky said, “‘com-
uter devices used in the
f,i;is:sile program were tailored
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for a specific tas‘k Now we
have, somethmgq that can
serve almost any purpose,
from launchmgt’&he missile
to guiding it in flight. It’s all
in that package thi
shoe box."”
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At the core of the machine
are tiny, com -circmit
electronic devi no bigger
than a quarter f an inch
square. \

Linked with these are thin-
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ND SUBSTITUTE FOR 10-TON UNIT
Assembler Joanne Sautbine inserts a memory plate |
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glass. memory plates which
record 200,000 separate bits
of information.

* * *

In the face of this, the man
with a photographic memory
has to be put down as a
moron,

As a matter of fact, there
is a suspicion at Univac
that rocket base brass hats
have slyly discovered some
down-to-earth functions for
the new wired genius.

“We have heard,” one of-
ficial said, “that during times
when the computer is sitting
idle at least one commander
put it to work figuring out
his payroll.”




